
CITY OF ISSAQUAH
DETERMINATION OF NONSIGNIFICANCE (DNS)

Description of Proposal: Proposal for a new wireless communication facility consisting of mounting 9
antennas on the exte¡ior rooftop equipment screening walls on Issaquah High School. Altennas would
be painted to match the existing screen walls and radio equipment cabinets would be located on the roof
between existing screen walls and would not be visible. The facility is designed to provide increased
coverage to the Issaquah High School campus and the surrounding area.

Location ofProposal: 700 2"d Ave SE, Issaquah High School

Permit Number: ASDP14-00001

Proponent: T-Mobile USA Gary Abrahams
19807 Nodh Creek Parkway N P.O. Box 1557
Bothell, WA 98011 Bothell, WA. 98041

Lead Agency: City oflssaquah

SEPADetermination: Dete¡minationofNon-Signifrcance(DNS)

Determination: The lead agency for this proposal has determined that it does not have a probable
significant adverse impact on the enviroffnent. A¡ environmental impact statement is not required under
RCW 43.21C.030(2)(c). This decision was made after review of a completed environmental checklist
and other information on file with the lead agency. This information is available to the public on request.

Comments: This DNS is issued under WAC 197 -11-340(2). The lead agency will not act on this
proposal for l4 days. Written comments may be submitted between Mzrch26,2014 and April 9,2014.
The Responsible Official will reconsider the DNS based on tìmely comments and may retain, modify, or
if significant adverse impacts are likely, withdraw the DNS.

Appeals: You may appeal this determination by filìng a Notice of Appeal with the Issaquah Permit
Center located at 1715 12th Ave. NW, Issaquah between March 26,2014 and April 9,2014. Appellants
should prepare specific factual objections. Contact the SEPA Responsible Ofhcial to read or ask about
the procedures for SEPA appeals.

Appeals ofthis SEPA determination must be consolidated with appeal ofthe underlying permit, per IMC
18.04.250.

Responsible Official: Peter Rosen

Position/Title: SEPA Responsible Official

Adrìress/Phone:

Dúe: 3/26/2014 Signature:

Notes:

1. This threshold determination ls based on review ofthe following application materials:
Environmental Checklist received January 1,4,2014; construction plans received January 14,2014;
photo simulations received January 14,2014; network coverage map received January 14,2014;



Non-Ionizing Electromagnetic Exposure Analysis & Engineering Certification received January 14,

2014; and other documents in the file.

2.- Issuancê ofthis threshold determinati<in does not constiiute ãpþioval-ofthe permit. Thé proposal

will be reviewed for compliance with al1 applicable City oflssaquah codes, whìch regulate
development activities, including the Land Use Codes, Building Codes, Road Standards, Surface
'Water Design Manual, and the Critical Area Regulations.

Findings:

1) SEPA review is required by State 1aw when personal wireless service facilities are attached to a
school building, WAC 191 -11 -800(21).

2) It ìs the City's policy to minimize the number of new wireless communication support towers and
to encourage co-location on existing structures. The proposed antennas would be located on the
rooftop ofthe existing Issaquah High School building.

3) There would be no impacts to vegetation or natural features because the antennas would be

mounted on the building rooftop.

4) The proposal would not have aesthetic impacts because the antennas would be painted to match the
rooftop screen walls and the radio equipment cabfirets would be located between existing screen

wa1ls and would not be visible.

5) The applicant provided a report, Non-Ionizing Electromagnetic Exposure Analysis & Engineering
Certificøtion,B.J. Thomas, dated November 13,2013, which concludes the proposal would comply
with curent standards ofthe Federal Communications Commission (FCC) for human exposure to
radio fiequency electromagnetic fie1ds.

6) The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has preempted state and local govemments fiom
regulating personal wireless service facilities on the basis of envi¡onmental effects of radio
frequency emissions. The FCC, not state or local governments, has the authority to determine the
standards that wireless facilities must meet ."vith regard to radio frequency emissions. Section
322(c)(7) ofthe Federal Communications AcI states: "No State or local government or
insîrumentality thereofmay regulate the placement, consttaction, and modification ofpersonal
wireless sentice facilities on the basis of environmental effects of radio frequency emissions to the
extent that such facilities comply with the FCC's regulations concet-ning such emissions. "

7) SEPA rules, WAC 197-1 1-158(2)(d), direct a lead agency to place the following statement in the
threshold determination ifall ofa project's impacts are addressed by other applicable laws and no
conditions will be required under SEPA: "The lead agency has determined that the requirements
for environmental analysis, protection, and mitigation measu¡es have been adequately addressed in
the development regulations and comprehensive plan adopted under chapter 36.704 RCW, and in
other applicable local, state, or federal laws or rules, as provided by RCW 43.21C.240 and WAC
197-11-158. Our agency will not require any additional mitigation measures under SEPA."

Issaquah School District, Steve Crawford
Washingfon State DepaÍment of Ecology
Washinglon State Department of Fish and Wildlife
Muckleshoot Indian Tribe
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Issaquah Development Services Division
Issaquah Parks and Public Wo¡ks Department


